
 
At its meeting on 7 February 2012 the Education and Children’s Services Committee considered the business referred to 
below.  The Committee has approved the recommendations detailed for approval by the Comhairle.  Where the 
Committee has exercised delegated powers or used the conditional delegation provisions for any item, this is stated. 
 
Items marked with an asterisk* were considered with the press and public excluded from the Meeting. 
 
Item Title Agenda 

Number 
 

Committee’s Decision 

Minute of 
Meeting of  
6 December 
2011  
 

1 (a) The Minute of Meeting of 6 December 2011 was approved.  

Minute of 
Meeting of  
14 December 
2011  
 

1 (b) The Minute of Meeting of 14 December 2011 was approved.  

Declaration of 
Interest 
 

2 Mr Iain Morrison declared an interest in Item 13 being a Bus Operator and left the 
meeting during consideration of the matter. 

General Fund 
Third Quarter 
Revenue 
Monitoring 
2011/12 

 

3 It was agreed to recommend insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned 
that the Comhairle note the Report and agree to continue with the policy of 
earmarking any underspend in the Winter Maintenance Budget for severe winters in 
future years. 

General Fund 
Third Quarter 
Capital 
Monitoring 
2011/12 

 

4 It was agreed to recommend insofar as the Committee’s interest were concerned that 
the Comhairle: 
 
(a) note the capital expenditure to 31 December 2011; 
(b) homologate the decision of the Chief Executive to purchase a gritting lorry to 

enable the delivery of the Winter Maintenance Service as detailed in 
paragraph 5.1 of the Report; and  

(c) note the proposals for the allocation of the additional capital grant detailed in 
paragraph 5.3 of the Report which would form part of the budget setting 
process for 2012/13 and be reported accordingly. 

 
Religious 
Observance in 
Eilean Siar 
Schools 
 
 

6 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle : 
 
(a) approve the Revised Draft Policy on Religious Observance in Eilean Siar 

Schools; and 
 
(b) approve a review of the implementation of this Policy within one year of it 

being implemented in schools. 
 

Service Review 
for Children with 
Severe and 
Complex 
Support Needs 
 

7 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle approve the implementation of the 
revised Action Plan for Children with Severe and Complex Support Needs as detailed 
in Appendix 1 to the Report.  
 
It was further agreed to recommend that the Director of Education and Children’s 
Services be requested to submit a Report to the March 2012 meeting of the 
Comhairle giving information on the agencies with whom the Department of Education 
and Children’s Services had Service Level Agreements and that this Report should 
include information concerning the timescale for the renewal of these Service Level 
Agreements. 
 
It was further agreed to recommend that the Director of Education and Children’s 
Services be authorised to clarify the timescales as detailed in the Action Plan.   
 

Developments 
at the 
Stornoway 

8 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle: 

(a) note the position concerning developments at Stornoway Primary Campus 
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Primary 
Campus and 
the Sandwickhill 
Primary 
Campus 
 

and Sandwickhill Primary Campus, as detailed in the Report; 
 
(b) agree that if costs for necessary works are projected to exceed the 

estimated amounts, as detailed in this Report, the proposals would be 
referred to the Comhairle for further consideration; and 

 
(c) authorise the Director of Education and Children’s Services to acquire the 

Back Care Unit and Rowantree Childcare Centre for development as an 
Extended Learning Resource and respite provision.  

 
It was further agreed to recommend that the Director of Technical Services be 
requested to circulate to Members a breakdown of the estimated costs of relocating 
the pre-school modular unit from Back School to a site adjacent to Laxdale Primary 
School. 
 

Specific Grants 
for Gaelic 
2012/13 and 
Beyond –
Submission of 
Bid 
 

9 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle approve the application of the 
attached bid to the Scottish Government for Specific Grants for Gaelic Education for 
2012/13 and beyond as detailed at Appendix 2 to the Report.  

Extended 
Learning : 
Service Profile 
 

10 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report.  

Update on the 
Provision of 
Information and 
Communication
s Technology 
(ICT) in Schools 
 

11 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report. 

Specialist 
Mainland 
Placements for 
Children : 
2011/12 
 

12* It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle note the forecasted costs for specialist mainland placements, as 
detailed in the Report, and the actions being taken to address this issue.  

Bus Service 
Contract 
Awards for April 
2012 
 

13* It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle agree:  
 
(a) to the award of the school, integrated and public bus services listed in the 

schedule included as Appendix 1 to the Report; 
 
(b) to the award of contracts SY6, SY8 and SY9 on the basis that those non-

entitled pupils will be charged from August 2012 according to the School Bus 
Pass Scheme approved by the Comhairle and subject to the implementation 
date for the Home to School Travel Policy being delayed to August 2012 
from 6 February 2012 ; 

 
(c) that, on the basis of the outline proposals included at Section 7 of the 

Report, an expenditure reduction target of £150k for bus services serving the 
Tolsta, Back, Stornoway and Point areas currently operated by Bus na 
Comhairle and that it be delegated to the Director of Technical Services, in 
consultation with the Chief Executive and the Transportation Strategy 
Member Officer Working Group, to review current provision and implement 
changes to the associated timetables and resources to realise the necessary 
savings during 2012/13; 

 
(d) that, on the basis of the outline proposals included at Section 8 of the 

Report, an expenditure reduction target of £34k for evening rural bus 
services and that it be delegated to the Director of Technical Services, in 
consultation with the Transportation Strategy Member Officer Working 
Group, to review current provision and implement changes to the associated 
timetables and contractual arrangements to realise the necessary savings 
during 2012/13; 

 
(e) that the budget for Community Transport funding for 2012/13 be set at £260k 

and that a review of community transport provision be undertaken with a 
view to seeking approval by December 2012 for a revised Scheme of 
Administration for implementation on 1 April 2013; and  

 
(f) that the provision of the subsidised community minibus hire service be 

discontinued with effect from 1 April 2012 
 



Repairs and 
Maintenance 
(Revenue) 
Programme 
2011/12 – 
Quarterly 
Expenditure 
Report to 31 
December 2011 
 

14 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned, 
that the Comhairle note the Report and note that further Reports on the repairs and 
maintenance of properties held on the Service and Policy and Resources Committee 
accounts would continue to be placed before the Comhairle at quarterly intervals. 
 

Programme and 
Progress  
 

15 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report.  

Western Isles 
Schools Project: 
Update 
 

16* It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interests were concerned,  
that:  
 
(a) the Comhairle note the Report; 
 
(b) the Director of Education and Children’s Services, in consultation with the 

Director of Technical Services, make the necessary arrangements for the 
removal of the demountable units, owned by the Comhairle, at The Nicolson 
Institute prior to 14 August 2012; and 

 
(c) the Director of Education and Children’s Services, in consultation with the 

Director of Technical Services, be authorised to devise and implement a 
short-term strategy for reallocating and disposing, where necessary, of the 
loose furniture currently stored in the former Aird School to facilitate 
additional storage space.  

Libraries 
Transformation 
Programme – 
Future Delivery 
Options 
 

17 It was agreed to recommend, insofar as the Committee’s interest were concerned, 
that the Comhairle agree that: 

(a)  subject to the approval of the financial aspects in the concurrent Report to 
the Policy and Resources Committee that Stornoway Library should remain 
in its current location; 

 
(b)  further phased reviews of the Library Service, to be presented to Committee, 

subject to appropriate consultation; and 
 
(c) further research and consultation be undertaken on the potential of the 

Western Isles Library Service to deliver other Comhairle service outcomes 
and priorities. 

 
Reports 
Outstanding: 
Progress 
 

18 It was agreed to recommend that the Comhairle note the Report.  
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